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All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 
116, Grafton Street. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. iv. of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office on pp. 377-81. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
a Trade Report published by the Foreign Office since the 
last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal” will be 
found on pp. 375-6. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 
The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to 
Tenders f receive tenders from such persons as may be 
Railway Material. willing to supply wheels and axles for carriages 


and waggons, and switches and crossings for the 
Indian State Railways. 


The conditions of contract may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m., or may be obtained on application to the Director-General 
of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W. Tenders are to be delivered 
at that office by 2 o'clock p.m., on Tuesday, the 25th inst., after 
which time no tender will be received. ; 
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CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade recéived at the Canadian Government 

Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained : —- 

Home Enquiries—The addresses of some Canadian oyster 
merchants have been asked for by a firm desirous of obtaining 
samples of Caraquet and other varieties. 

A firm importing oats in large quantities desire to be placed in 
communication with reliable shippers in Canada. 

Enquiry is made by importers in London for names of Canadian 
producers of fruit pulp of good quality. 

A correspondent asks to be furnished with addresses of Canadian 
saw millers dealing in white pine, and sawing small stuff. Sizes 
to be any length from 2 ft. 24 in. wide, ,4; in. thick, free from 
knots, sap and shakes. 

A firm of belting manufacturers in the north of England desire 
to hear from a first class Canadian firm of engineers’ merchants or 
general merchant importers having a good connection among 
mills, factories, and steam users generally, with a view to the 
appointment of an agency for the Dominion. 

A Liverpool firm of produce importers are anxious to secure a 
consignment agency for Canadian bacon, and wish to get into 
communication with a reliable packer. 

Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

bias . Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

to Canad Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained :— 


Home Enguiries.—A London importing firm are prepared to take 
up the sale of a first-class Canadian lawn mower, and invite 
correspondence from manufacturers of same. 

An enquiry has been received for the names of Canadian shippers. 
of green and blue marbles, &c., suitable for decorative purposes. 

A Liverpool firm desire names of Canadian shippers of molyb- 
denum of good quality. 

Enquiry is made for the addresses of the 78! Canadian 
dealers and shippers of wool. 

Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
ot the Imperial Institute, 8.W. 
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AUSTRALIA—VICTORIA. 
A notification appears in the “ Victoria Government Gazette ” of 
Ten ieee dos 8th ult., to the effect that tenders will be received 
cialieeatercet until 11.30 am. on the 30th December next 
Coi = y from persons willing to supply coir yarn to the 
Penal Establishment, Pentridge (Victoria). 
Delivery is to be-made on or before 1st March, 1903. 

A preliminary deposit of 3/. is required, and a security of 301. 
Samples of the kinds intended for supply should be submitted with 
tenders. 

Printed forms of tender, giving an estimate of the quantity 
required, and conditions of contract, can be obtained at the Office 
of the Secretary to the Tender Board, Treasury, Melbourne, by 
whom also any information will be given to persons tendering. 

Tenders, enclosed in an envelope, and having the words “ Tender 
for Coir Yarn” written thereon, must be deposited in the tender- 
box at the Pay Office, Treasury, Melbourne. 


EGYPT. 
‘The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
received from the Administration of the Egyptian 


¢ a, State Railways a notification to the effect that 
. Shane 2 tenders for the supply of 204 metric tons of 


coloured cotton waste, in accordance with the 
standard sample and conditions of contract, will be received up to 
the 5th prox. 

Specifications with forms of tender may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m., or may be obtained, upon payment of 2s. each copy, 
from Lieut.-Col. Western, R.E., C.M.G., Broadway Chambers, 
Westminster, S.W., in whose office the standard sample will be 
exhibited for the inspection of intending competitors. 


A further notification has been received to the effect that tenders 
heitien tee will be received up to the 15th prox., for the 
Pee supply of the Administration’s requirements in 
ngery- ironmongery for doors and windows during the 
year 1903, in accordance with the conditions of contract, copy of 
which may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Standard samples of the articles required may be inspected at 
the Gabbary Stores, Alexandria. Specifications, with forms of 
tender, may be obtained on application to Lieut.-Col. Western, 
R,E., ©.M.G., Broadway Chambers, Westminster, S.W., upon 
payment of 2s. per copy. 
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RUSSIA—FINLAND. 


According to a recent report by the French Consul at Helsingfors, 

the Finland Senate have voted a sum of 

Flour. 600,000. for the purchase of flour from foreign 

countries in consequence of the destruction of 

the crops of corn, rye and oats, and to a large extent of potatoes, 

in all the Finnish provinces with the exception of Nyland and 
Abo. 


NETHERLANDS—DUTCH GUIANA. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 


Railwa: Consul at Paramaribo, in which it is stated 
ten nat a that a railway is about to be constructed to the 
Lawa District in the south-east cf the colony, 
which is said to be one of the richest in gold in Dutch 
Guiana. The line will pass through other gold districts, and will 
no doubt add considerably to the prosperity of the colony. In 
spite of the difficulty in obtaining labour it is hoped that the line 
will be commenced next year. 


SPAIN. 
A despatch dated 10th inst. has been received at the Foreign Office 
from the Acting British Consul at Corunna, 

Seods, Bulbs, reporting that er market could be found 

Tubers, &c. 

throughout that Consular district for seeds, 
bulbs, tubers, &c. In the course of conversation with the Director 
of the Corunna Government Farm, the Acting Consul gathered that 
a market could be established with the United Kingdom. It 
would appear that the French horticulturists have introduced their 
seeds, &ic., there with great success; and according to the views 
expressed by the Director, it is owing to the manner of sending 
their catalogues in the Spanish language that orders have been 
secured. 

The Director stated that he has often been obliged to place his 
orders with French houses, not understanding the various catalogues 
which are sent to the Corunna Government Farm from British 
firms. All communications to that establishment should be 
addressed as follows :—Seiior Ingeniero Director, de la Granja 
Experimental de la Coruijia. 


The ‘“‘ Gaceta de Madrid ” of 10th inst. contains a notice calling for 
tenders, which will be opened simultaneously 

in Madrid (Direccion , de Administracion 
Municipal) and Coruiia (Casa Consistorial) at 

noon on 16th prox. for the construction of the new Casa Consistorial 
in the latter city, in accordance with the project formed by the 
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SPAIN—continued. 
municipal Architect, at the upset price of 860,835°56 pesetas, or 


about 25,6201. The project and form of contract, &c., are on view 


in the office referred to in Madrid, and the “ Gaceta” contains copy 
of the conditions. A provisional deposit of 5 per cent. of the upset 
price is required to qualify any tender. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of the 12th inst. contains a Decree 
: granting to the “San Martin Lieres Gijon 
paige Musel” Railway Company a concession to 
as "construct and work for 99 years a narrow 
gauged line, without State aid, and on terms named in the 
“ Gaceta,” from Lieres to the Port of Musel and a branch to Gijon. 
Materials for railways are admitted into Spain under special 
rates of duty, as stated on pp. 434-5 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 22nd February, 1900. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of the 14th inst. contains a notice 
calling for tenders, which will be received up 

Public Works. to the 5th prox., and which will be opened at 
noon on the 10th prox. in the Ministry of 

Public Instruction and Fine Arts in Madrid, and in the Civil 
Governments of the Provinces, for the construction of a general 
and technical institute in Valladolid, at the upset price of 
484,049°38 pesetas, or about 14,3001. A provisional deposit of 
5,000 pesetas, or about 147/., is required to qualify any tender. 
The plan of the work is on view in the Ministry named in Madrid. 


The same “Gaceta ” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 
Dock will be received up to 5 p.m. on the 10th prox. 
: in the Office of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
&c., and Public Works, Madrid, all the 
wtene Civil Government Offices of the Peninsula, 
and which will be opened at noon on the 15th prox. in the 
aforesaid Ministry, where the estimate, conditions and plans of 
the work may be seen (as well as in the Civil Government of 
the Province of Alicante), for the work of building a shelter and 
outfitting duck at and extending the Port of Alicante, at the upset 
price of 3,288,911°20 pesetas, or about 94,2071. A provisional 
deposit of 164,500 pesetas, or about 4,859/., is required to qualify 
any tender. 


The same “ Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 
will be received up to 5 p.m. on the 10th 

Port Works. prox. in the Office of the Ministry of Agri- 

j culture, &c., and Public Works, Madrid, and 

in all the Civil Government Offices of the Peninsula, and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 


340 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. ENov. 20, 1902. 


Openings for British Trade. 


SPAIN—continued. 


which will be opened at noon on the 15th prox. in the aforesaid 
Ministry in Madrid, where the estimate, conditions and plans of 
the work may be seen, for carrying out the interior improvement 
works of the port of Llanes, Province of Oviedo, at the upset price 
of 355,358°67 pesetas, or about 10,498/. A provisional deposit of 
17,800 pesetas, or about 525/., is required to qualify any tender. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of the 15th inst. contains a Decree 
Railway Plant oe that a concession be granted to the 
and Materials, /cante to Villajoyosa Railway Company to 

build and work for 99 years, without subvention 

from the State and on terms named in the “ Gaceta,” a narrow 
gauge line from Alicante to Villajoyosa. 

Materials for railways are admitted free into Spain under special 

rates of duty, as stated on pp. 454-5 of the ‘‘ Board of ‘Trade 

Journal” of 22nd February, 1900. 


The “Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ITALY. 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Materiels” (Brussels) of 13th inst., 

a announces that tenders will be opened on the 

OF sarang al 29th inst. at the offices of the Railways of the 

© *00%8. Adriatic, Florence, for the supply of new 

machine tools for the workshops of the locomotive depéts of 
Florence and Lucques, Bologna and Rimini, and Verona. 


TURKEY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
. case containing samples of lithographic stone 
qiithograpite from the neighbourhood of Uscub, forwarded by 
ne on wale: the Acting British Vice-Consul at that place 


pe =m, q through the Consulate at Salonica. These 
feeene cms samples may be seen at the City offices of the 
_— Imperial Institute, 49, Eastcheap, London, 


E.C. ; also a copy of the letter relating to them. The necessary 
arrangements are stated to have been already made for shipping 
this stone. The case also contains samples of tin, antimony, and 
chrome. 
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Some samples of lithographic stone have also been received from 
Lithorraphic Crete, and may be seen as above. ‘'hese Cretan 
denis deettion samples have been taken from deposits situated 
* at a considerable distance from the port of 

Canea, but which could be exploited, and the letters (in French) 
with regard to them may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W. 


BULGARIA. 


The “Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 15th inst., in calling 
attention to an opening for the sale of agricul- 


——e tural machinery and apparatus in Bulgaria, 
. ward - states that one-third of the area of that 


country is composed of mountainous land which, 
although suitable for agricultural purposes, remains practically 
untouched. ‘Thus it is that Bulgaria, though ranking as an agri- 
cultural country, does not produce so great a quantity of cereals as 
might be supposed. The flat lands are cultivated, but very few 
agricultural machines are used. There are only 2,000 ploughs, 200 
light harrows, 10 complete sets of threshing machinery, and a few 
hundred thrashers in the whole of Bulgaria. A few seasons of 
good crops would no doubt cause an increase in the importation of 
agricultural implements, particularly as these articles are accorded 
special ‘Tariff treatment in Bulgaria. 

Some German manufacturers have founded depéts in the 
country, and this method, it is said, is probably the only one 
which would prove successful. The chief places interested in this 
trade are Rustchuk, Varna, and Philippopolis. The following 
particulars of the several requirements may be of interest :— 

Forks with two, three, or four teeth, weighing from 1 Ib. to 4 Ibs., 
sold at from 16s. 3d. to 18s. 4d. per ewt. c.i.f. 

Spades of different shapes weighing from 14 ibs. to 74 lbs., sold 
at 24s. 5d. to 30s. 6d. per ewt. c.i.f. 

Shovels of various shapes, weighing from 2 lbs. to 3 Ibs., sold at 
prices ranging from 14s, 5d. to 18s. 4d. per cwt. c.i.f. Wooden 
shovels are manufactured in Bulgaria, and are, therefore, not 
imported. 

Scythes, steel, of different patterns, sold at 22s. 4d. to 28s. 6d. 
per cwt. c.i.f., packed in cases containing 100. 

Rakes weighing from 1 Ib. to 4 lbs. sold at 3s. to 5s. 3d. per dozen. 
The price varies according to the number of teeth and the weight. 

Saws from Is. to 4s. 10d. per dozen. The prices sometimes 
reach 9s. 7d. to 12s., according to quality and size. 
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The following particulars as to other articles may be noted :— 
_ Pruning shears, very little demand. 
Wine-presses, no demand; the grape is pressed in a primitive 
manner. 
Pumps, little demand. 


ROUMANIA. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) contains an announcement 
or that tenders will be opened on the 20th prox. 
ieeiiten at at the Curatelle Saint Spiridon, Jassy, for the 

upply of Drugs. supply of medicines and drugs necessary for 
the Central Pharmacy during a period of two years. The approxi- 
mate value of the contract is 1,200/. per annum. 


ARGENTINA. 


The “ Boletin Oficial” of Argentina of 7th ult. contains an Order, 

authorising the Government to contract with 

—— Mr. Ezekiel Ramos Mexia for the installation 

in Buenos Ayres of cold storage deposits, sub- 

ject to the rights and obligations established by Law 3,908 of 

January, 1900, relating to grain elevators for public use, at rates 

for preserving, warehousing and shipping, which must be approved 

by the Government. Plant and requisites for these installations are 

to be admitted free, until the total amount of duty thus remitted 
amounts to 90,000 dols. gold. 


The “ Boletin Oficial” of Argentina, of 10th ult., contains a 
Decree granting to the Buenos Ayres and 


PReconsite Pacific Railway Company the right to con- 
aa see struct and work for its account a railway from 


its line near the stations Paunero or Pedernera, 
in the Province of San Louis, to a point south of La Paz in 
the Province of Mendoza, with two branches not exceeding 
50 kiloms. each in length. 
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Havana.—In his recent report to the Foreign Office (Annual 
Series, No. 2,909), H.M. Minister at Havana deals at some length 
with the question of the extension of British trade in the Cuban 
market. He prefaces his remarks upon the hindrances to such 
extension by stating that they in no way apply to the textile 
goods trades, in which the canvassing for, orders is generally 
entrusted to men of experience and ability, sent out from the 
United Kingdom, who, by keeping their principals thoroughly 
well informed as to the constantly varying minutiz of the busi- 
ness, enable them to meet their customers’ wishes to the best 
advantage. It is probably due in great measure to this that 
textile goods represent so large a proportion of the total trade of 
the United Kingdom with Spanish America. 

The following is a digest of the Minister’s remarks just alluded to. 

The British merchant or manufacturer wishing to extend his 
business generally writes in the first instance to the Consular 
officers in the country with which he intends opening relations, 
asking them either to suggest some person to act as his agent, or 
to send him the names and addresses of ,the principal merchants 
who deal in articles similar to those in which he himself is 
interested. Having thus secured a base of operations he sends 
out his catalogues and particulars of the terms on which he is 
prepared to do business, and often finds some one willing to under- 
take his agency. In the great majority of cases, however, the 
result is discouraging and little or no business ensues. ‘Though 
the reasons for this may not always be the same in each case they 
will probably be found among the following :-— 

1. Catalogues sent out in English. 

2. The prices, weights and measures gwen in English. 

3. No mention of the weights or shipping measurements of goods 
packed ready for shipment, or any formula for estimating this.—In 
countries where land as well as sea freights are expensive, and 
where perhaps duty also is leviable on gross weight, it is most essen- 
tial, especially in the case of heavy or bulky articles, to have these 
particulars in order to estimate the probable cost. Moreover, in 
localities where the only means of transport is by pack mules, it is 
very important to know if machinery can be supplied in pieces 
which can be carried in this way. 

4. Want generally of particulvrs.—In most catalogues, and 
particularly in those which are got up with little regard to detail, 
a notice will be found to the effect that “the fullest particulars 
can be obtained on application.” British merchants, however, 
should bear in mind that purchasers nowadays will not take the 
trouble, save in very exceptional cases, to write to ask for such 
particulars, whereby they would, perhaps, waste weeks or even 
months, but will prefer to take what they can get near at hand, . 
In countries bordering on the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean 
Sea, it is due principally to the proximity of the United States and 
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the possibility of getting orders filled more quickly there than in 
the United Kingdom that American trade has succeeded in sup- 
planting British in many directions. Special care is therefore needed 
in order to offset, as far as may be, this geographical advantage. 

5. Indifferent trauslations.—Catalogues, in order to be -of real 
value, besides containing all the data necessary to enable possible 
purchasers, unacquainted with English money, ‘weights, or 
measures, tc: form a fairly close estimate of the cost of the different 
articles, placed in their own country, with the least trouble to 
themselves, should be translated into Spanish by persons thoroughly 
acquainted with the language and with the commercial terms in 
current use. In the case of machinery and apparatus of all kinds, 
their uses and applications should be described in language which 
is intelligible to non-professional people, and technical terms 
should be eschewed as much as possible. General information 
also in tabulated form, especially on engineering and industrial 
subjects, adds to the value of catalogues and promotes frequent 
reference to them. Finally, H.M. Minister says that he has seen 
one or two catalogues got up by British firms with admirable code 
systems attached, whereby even extensive orders, with shipping 
directions and full instructions as to packing, &e., could be cabled 
by the use of a very few words. Such a system cannot be too 
highly recommended as affording a means of shortening the time 
which must elapse between the sending of the order and the 
receipt of the goods, without the necessity of going to great ex- 
pense in telegraphing. 

6. Want of Advertising—For the successful introduction on a 
strange market of new articles, or articles of mekes hitherto 
unknown, it is not sufficient for the agent to bring the merits of 
the goods he is pushing to the notice of his own immediate circle ; 
he must make them more widely known by advertisement, and he 
must also be in a position to show the articles themselves and to 
arrange for their being seen by as many of the purchasing public 
as possible. Nevertheless, manufacturers as a rule are unwilling 
to furnish money to their agents for advertising, and rarely do 
more than send them out some goods for sale on commission, 
leaving the duties and expenses to be defrayed by them. More- 
over, the terms they generally offer, involving as they do only 
prospective advantages more or less remote, are seldom attractive 
enough to induce agents to take much trouble or to risk any 
money in pushing their business. 

7. Utilisation of foreigners as agents.— Finally, British merchants 
will do well to realise, in entrusting their agencies to foreigners, 
that the spirit of international rivalry in trade is a factor to be 
taken into consideration, and that most people will, not unnaturally, 
recommend ‘the products of their own country in preference to 
those of others when the two in any way compete. H.M. Minister 
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adds that more than one case has come under his personal notice 
in which foreign firms, while acting as agents for British manu- 
facturers, finding that certain articles met with a ready acceptance 
by the public, have had them copied in their home factories at a 
slightly reduced price, and have introduced the imitations on the 
market, thus supplanting the very trade they were supposed to be 
furthering, and it is said that the practice is by no means 
uncommon. 


H.M. Minister goes on to say:—‘‘In thus calling attention to 
some of the defects in the means adopted by our merchants to open 
up new fields of trade in Spanish America, to which I think is due 
in great measure the restriction of our imports into those countries 
to comparatively few articles of established reputation, I do not 
wish to imply that the circulation of really well got up catalogues 
and price lists, the canvassing of markets by competent travellers 
with samples, and the appointment of local agents, even though 
not always British, may not be productive of some results. They 
do not, however, succeed in attaining the ultimate object aimed at, 
namely, that of bringing the goods before the notice of the actual 
consumer, on whose acceptance of them depends the success of the 
enterprise. For this the active and intelligent co-operation of the 
retail dealer is required, especially in the case of articles of 
relatively small consumption and of those which are new to that 
particular market, and it is scarcely necessary to add that the more 
direct his relations can be made with the manufacturer, with proper 
regard to security for payment, the more profitable will be the 
business . . . Englishmen rarely engage in retail trade in the 
Spanish-American Republics, and the ultimate channel through 
which all goods must pass before reaching the consumer is, 
therefore, entirely controlled either by natives of those countries, 
or by Spanish, French, German, or American houses. 

“ However desirable from the standpoint of our national interests 
may be the establishment of retail shops in the countries to which 
I am specially referring, it is doubtful if they would prove profitable 
to individual traders in view of the more than ordinary difficulties to 
be encountered, the details of which it is unnecessary to go into here. 

“ Suffice it to say that they are enough to deter most people 
from embarking in such enterprises. But this objection does not 
apply to large stores combining a wholesale and retail business, 
owned by wealthy firms or companies and backed by ample capital, 
and I have for many years past repeatedly called attention in my 
annual reports to the profitable nature of such undertakings, and 
the immense assistance they would be able to render to the 
advancement of British trade.” 

H.M. Minister adds a number of considerations bearing upon 
his suggestion regarding large stores, for which reference is made 
to the report itself. 
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TIN INDUSTRY OF THE FEDERATED MALAY STATES 
IN 1901. 


In the annual report* for the year 1901 on the Federated Malay 
States, the Resident-General states that as regards the chief 
industry, tin mining, while the average price of the meta! for the 
year was lower than in 1900—67°56 dols. per pikul (108J. 3s. per 
ton) against 74°15 dols. (132. per ton)—the output was larger, 
as may be seen from the following table :— 


Year. Quantity. Value. 
Pikuls. Tons. Dols. 
1900 713,000 42,440 52,800,000 | 5,500,000 
1901 = -.-| 789,000 46,960 53,600,000 | 5,240,C00 


Perak.—The Perak Administration Report for 1901 states that 
the total export of tin and tin ore (stated in terms of metallic 
tin) from Perak amounted to 385,066 pikuls (22,921 tons) as 
against 355,589 pikuls (21,166 tons) in 1900. Lode tin is 
found in Perak in at least three different formations, namely : 
granite, sandstone and limestone. Little work has been done 
during the past year in developing the lodes found in granite, 
excepting in one recently discovered near Papan, in the Kinta 
District ; but the lodes in sandstone, especially that at Bruseh, 
are being rapidly developed. Of all the lode formations, however, 
that occurring in limestone at Changkat Pari is the most 
interesting, and is at the present moment giving the best results. 
There are large quantities of limestone in Perak, containing 
irregular deposits of ore ; and, although these ore deposits have no 
distinct walls, but gradually change into the enclosing rock, they 
appear to have a general “strike” from north to south. The ore 
contains several minerals besides tin, notably copper and arsenic, 
while traces are also found of antimony, manganese, bismuth and 
silver. 

The British Resident states that when he recently visited these 


mines he found that, in addition to shaft working on the lode, ° 


Tamil miners were employed in diving through 20 feet of water 
into underground caves of honeycombed limestone containing very 
rich alluvial ore. On the subject of this very important discovery, 
which, from the extent of the formation, may have great influence 
on the future of tin mining in Perak, the Warden of Mines writes as 
follows :—‘ Practically the whole of the Kinta Valley has limestone 
as bed rock, and, if tin is found to occur in one place in the lime- 
stone, there is every probability that it occurs similarly in other 
localities: so that, when the alluvial deposits of the State are 


* Contained in the “Reports on the Federated Malay States for 1901.” 
Cd. 1,297.] 
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exhausted—which they will not be for many years to come—there 
may be these deposits in rock to fall back upon.” Steps are now 
being taken by Government to test the above theory by means of 
diamond-drill borings. 

With regard to dredge-mining, the report states that several 
“ dredging” concessions have been granted during the past year 
to mine river beds, swamps, and, in one case, a portion of the sea- 
shore, but no dredgers have yet arrived. It is hoped that this 
system of mining, which has been successfully carried out in New 
Zealand, will enable stanniferous land, which has hitherto been 
unworked owing to the excessive amount of water, to be satisfac- 
torily developed. 


Selangor.—The Selangor Administration report states that the 
output of tin in that State in 1901 exceeded that of 1900 by 
33,107°52 pikuls as shown below :— 


Output. 
1900. 1901. 
| Pikuls. Pikuls. 
Tin... 118,076:37 123,240°16 
Tin contained in ore | 151,414°53 179,358°26 
Total... 269,490°90 802,598°42 


It will be seen that the increase in the amount of ore ex- 
ported has been much larger than in the case of block tin. In 
1900 the figures, compared with those of the previous year, showed 
an increase of 24,967 pikuls as regards tin, and a decrease of 
10,175 pikuls as regards tin contained in ore. 

The increase in the export of ore is attributed. by the Warden 
of Mines to the fact that local smelters find it very hard to make 
their business pay. 


Negri Sembilan.—The Acting British Resident in Negri Sembilan 
reports that the total area of land alienated for tin mining up to 
the end of 1901 was 18,716 acres, from which the equivalent of 
75,242°71 pikuls (3,407 tons) of metallic tin, valued at 5,072,817 
dols., were raised during the past year (against 72,281 pikuls in 
1900) with a labour force of some 18,000 men. 


.—In the report of the Acting British Resident at Pahang 
it is stated that the total weight of metallic tin produced in that 
State during the year was 22,339 pikuls, valued at 1,507,882 dols. 
against 15,728 pikuls in the previous} year. This increase in so 
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important a branch of the Pahang mining industry is most’ 
encouraging, and, judging by the area of tin land now being taken 
up, the output should continue to increase. 

_It is, perhaps, worthy of note, in connection with individual 
opinions regarding the value of mining land, that the area of ‘Tras, 
originally held by Mr. L. J. Fraser, but abandoned in favour of the 
Sempan watershed, has produced a larger output, with the single 
exception of the Pahang Corporation Mines, than any other tin- 
mining locality in the State. 

The following table shows the output of tin in Pahang for each 
of the last four years :— 


Year. Quantity. Value. 
Pikuls, Dols. 
1898 11,730 456,809 
1899 12,952 932,276 
1900 15,728 1,140,124 
1901 22,339 1,507,882 


Note.—Pikul = 135! lbs. 
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OF SOUTHERN CHINA. 


The following article on the trade and shipping of the 
Treaty Ports of Southern China, including the inland ports 
of Lungchow, Szemao, Mengtsz and Yatung, completes the 
account of the trade of all the Treaty Ports of China for 
1901. Previous articles on the ports of the Yangtze Kiang 
and the Central and Northern Ports appeared in the issues of the 
‘“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 2nd and 9th ult. and the 6th 
inst. The Ports of Southern China are eleven in number, viz., 
Canton, Wuchow and Samshui on the West River (Si-Kiang), 
Kowloon opposite to Hong Kong: Lappa at the entrance to the 
West River, the port nearest to the Portuguese colony at Macao: 
Kiungchow on the island of Hainan: Pakhoi: Lungchow on the 
border of Kwangsi and Tonkin: Mengtsz and Szemao, the ports 
for Southern Yunnan: and Yatung on the borders of Tibet. 

The net values of the Imports into these ports, excepting 
Yatung* (distinguishing foreign and native imports), for each of 
the years 1899, 1900, and 1901, were as follow :— 


| 
| 1899, 1900. 1901, 
| Foreign. | Native. Foreign. Native. | Foreign. | Native. 
H 
| H. Taels. | H. Taels. || H. ‘Tae 1 ‘aels. H. 'Taels. H. ‘laels. 
Canton ...| 18,889,687 | 17,813,030 |) 13,627,664 | 17,718,511 || 16,514,578 | 19,839,346 
Wuchow 4,097,510 | 91,883 | 4,496,811 89,681 | 5,552,443 92,467 
Samshui { 2,822,447 73,123 1,430,307 35,819 | 1,552,065 12,740 
Kowloon 24,500,910 5,810,261 || 20,768,638 5,451,195 || 18,956,231 7,252,683 
Lappa “ad 3,654,630 3,920,609 3,943,202 3,989,138 | 3,625,890 | 4,733,905 
Kiungchov ... 2,432,473 16,061 2,093,150 1,545 i 2,293,073 7,425 
Pakhoi 2,443,364 35,552 2,042,920 $7,512 | 2,093,586 22,706 
Lungchow ... | 74,493 - 123,324 _ 156,965 _ 
Mengtsz | $,378,641 — || 2,963°049 3,748,339 
Ssemao 171,432 150,195 209,381 
Total H+ Taels 56,960,587 27,760,519 | 51,639,453 | 27,323,401 || 54,702,551 | 31,991,272 
8,574,000 4,178,000 8,015,000 4,241,000 8,105,661 4,740,370 


The total values of the native produce of local origin exported 
from the same ten ports in 1899, 1900, and 1901, were as in the 
following table :— 


Ports, 1899, 1900, 1901. 

| Taels. H. Taels. H. Taels. 
Canton 26,939,147 | 21,058,997 | 23,636,340 
Wuchow 1,933,849 1,939,571 1,851,333 
Samshui ‘ ve 571,708 816,756 1,012,661 
Kowloon 4 26,221,055 {| 20,857,760 22,919,708 

6173,279+ -5,640,729t 6,246,617+ 
Kiungchow ... 2,199,172 1,658,538 2,129,368 
akhoi 1,662,952 | 1,796,034 2,105,605 
Lungchow ... 11143 9,186 7.529 
Mengtsz 1,883,297 | 2,439,088 3,066,934 
Szemao 42,462 | 35,316 35,268 
H. Taels| 67,638,064 56,251,975 63,011,363 
£1 10,181,000 8,731,000 9,336,839 


* For an account of the trade of Yatung see the last part of this article. 
+ To Macao and Hong Kong only. 
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The equivalents given in sterling are calculated at the average 
value of the Haikwan Tael in the respective years viz. :—in 1899 
3s. O4d., in 1900 3s. 1}d., and in 1901 2s. 1l+¢d. 

With regard to the shipping at the Treaty Ports of Southern 
China the following table shows the aggregate number and tonnage 
of vessels entered and cleared (steamers and sailing vessels) at the 
ports of Canton, Wuchow, Samshui, Kiungchow, and Pakhoi in 
1900 and 1901. For the Ports of Lappa and Kowloon similar 
statistics are not available, and Lungchow, Szemao, Mengtsz and 
Yatung are inland places without shipping under general regula- 
tions. The table distinguishes British, Chinese, German, American, 
French and Portuguese vessels, and gives the percentage of the 
total tonnage represented by the respective flags. 


1900. 1901. 
Nationality. Per Cent. Per Cent. 
No. Tons. | of total No. Tons. | of total 
Tonnage. ‘Tonnage. 
= 

British 5,821 3,364,146 68°6 5,394 | 3,609,341 65 9 
Chinese 7,834 | 579,293 6,148 566,607 
German 470 375,116 77 740 647,936 118 
French 737 | 423,881 966 | 468,959 
American ... ion 88 | 43,860 9 57 | (63,193 12 
Portuguese ... 47,534 10 |, 600 45,950 8 
All others... me 82 | 66,962 14 86 | 78,178 14 
Totals ... ...| 15,638 | 4,900,792 | 1000 || 13,991 | 5,480,164 | 100°0 


The above figures do not include the entries and clearances of 
steam vessels plying from and to Canton, Wuchow, Samshui and 
Pakhoi under the Inland Steam Navigation Regulations. 


Yatung.—This treaty port, which was opened for the development 
of the trade across the Sikkim-Tibet frontier, had from its opening 
as a trade mart down to the year 1899 shown a consistent and 
satisfactory increase on a small scale, but in 1900 it experienced a 
“set back,” attributed in the report to the combination of unsettled 
times with local visitations of disease. The trade for the year 1901 
calls for little comment. With the exception of a sharp fall in the 
price of wool at the end of the year, which made trade dull, no 
events occurred either to retard or to stimulate trade. The 
misfortunes which occurred in 1900 tended to render a poor trade 
return, and the comparative tables show but little fluctuation in 
items. 

The following table shows the value of the imports into and 
exports from Tibet vid Yatung during each of the last five years:—- 
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Nore.—Rupee= ls. 4d. 


Imports into | Exports from 
Tibet via Yatung. Tibet via Yatung. 
Rupees. Rupees. 
674,139 820,300 
718,475 817,851 
962.637 822,760 
730,502 710,012 
734,075 783,480 


With regard more particularly to the trade in the year 1901, 
the following tables show the value of the principal articles 
imported into, and exported from, Tibet via Yatung in that year :— 


I.—Imports into Tibet ria Yatung. 


Value. 
Principal Articles, — j 
1899. 1900. 1901. 
| 
Ru | Rupees. Rupees. 
Cotton manufactures ...... 313,585 196,236 200,778 
» yarn ane ane 7,642 3,976 7,480 
Woollen cloth on a jee «| 136,209 | 120,182 95,072 
» yarn .| 256 | 190 | 
Piece-goods of woollen and cotton m mixed 8,188 4,209 | 1,370 
Metals of all kinds... ee 74,461 | 79,829 | 40,422 
Silk manufactures .. 91,728 | 36,175 79,722 
Tobacco ive 32,486 32,197 43,144 
Maize 23,125 17,592 23,433 
Other articles. 192,629 184,241 211,451 
( Bs.! 962,637 | 730,502 734,075 
| 64,175 | 48,700 48,938 
| 
II.—Exports from Tibet via Yatung. 
| 
Principal Articles. | 1899, 1900, 1901. 
Rupees. Rupees. Rupees. 
Sheep’s wool por eee see 581,944 539,648 575,977 
Musk eee 116,024 89,664 68,750 
Yak tails aus 42,628 27,556 41,118 
Mules and ponies ... ies — 36,823 29,744 14,339 
Skins (furs) 850 21,551 
Woollen cloth 12,300 3,952 5,740 
Other articles 18,858 18,598 56,005 
Total { Rs.| 852,760 710,012 783,480 
54,850 47,334 . 52,282 


Year. 
| 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

With reference to the notice published on p. 257 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 6th November, 1902, the 

Transit Rates. | Board of Trade have now caused to be prepared 
the following statement, giving a complete list 

of transit rates imposed upon goods passing through South African 
Customs Union Ports to the Transvaal and Rhodesia in accordance 
with the regulations which have been from time to time pre- 
scribed :— 


Articles, Transit Rates. 


If imported through 

Spirits and wines. sos val., or Gd. 
per gail. at the 
option of the 
importer. 

per 1d. ‘at the 
option of the 
importer. 

If imported through Natal ports— 
Spirits and wines— | 
Of an original value of 16s. 8d. per gall. and upwards .... 6d. per gail. 


+ under l6s, 8d. ,, 3 °/, ad val, 
Manufactured tobacco and cigars— 
Of an original value of 16s. 8d. P lb. and geaaaen 6d. per 1b. 
under 16s. 8d. ad val. 
Gnns— | 
Double-barrelled — 
Of an original value in Europe of 8/. 6s. 8d. or — 5s. per gun. 
under 8/. 6s. 8d. 3°, ad val. 


Single- -barrelled 
28. 6d. per gun. 


Of an original value in Europe of 47. 38. 4d. or er 


under 3%. 4d. 3%, ad val, 
Pistols— 
Of an original value in Europe of 41. 38. 4d. or apelin 28. 6d. per barrel. 
in 


Cranes, elevators and sheers. wus 

Crucibies and cupelling furnaces and c upels ee. 

Electric cable or wire and posts for same, and their ‘fittings ; i, 
Jamp-posts (electric) and their fittings ; lamps and switches, 
(electric) not including fancy or ornamental lamps, switches) 
and fittings for indoor lighting... 5 

Felt, covering vont Free. 

Flour, wheaten, and ‘wheaten meal, ‘including poll: ard... 

Furnaces for roasting minerals... 

Gas-pipes, lamp-posts (gas) and their fittings, including lamps 

Gums of all descriptions 

Hose, steam-suction and armoured, “for use in connection with 
machinery, but not including garden 

India-rubber for machinery and wiping apparatus and 
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SOUTH AFRICA—continucd. 


Articles. Transit Rates. 


Lead foil 

Maehinery, including | spare ‘parts, “not enumerated in the free 
list attached to the Customs Union Tariff, not nelag, # for 
domestic use ove ose 

Moulds, ingot 

Mules and geldings ... “0 

Ores and minerals, crude ... 

Plates of iron and steel combined .. 

Potatoes and onions (not preser vel) 

Retorts 

Rivets, and belts and nuts (metal) 

Shafting 

Steel and iron chimneys (smoke stacks) ove eis 

Tanks and vats, suitable and intended for mining purposes ee 

Tin and zinc, in blocks and discs . 

Tramway equipment requisites, such to mean the ¢ following — 

Cars, trolleys, water tanks and turntables .. r de 

Valve hide... 

Wire, bells and gongs : Signalling, for use in and about mines 

All other goods, wares or merchandise, not prohibited or, 
included in the appended free list of the South African, 
Customs Union Tariff... ‘a 3 °/, ad val. 


On all goods, articles and things of every description imported 
or taken out of bond by or for the use of either of the Administra- 
tions of the Transvaal or Rhodesia, rebate of the whole Customs 
Union duty shall be allowed: Provided that whenever such rebate 
be claimed a declaration under the hand of the proper officers 
appointed by the Administrations of the said Territories shall be 
delivered to the Customs, showing that the goods, &c., are bona side 
for the sole and exclusive use of one of these Administrations, and 
not to be sold or otherwise disposed of, and that any duty levied 
thereon would be borne directly and permanently by either of the 
Treasuries of the said Territories. 

On goods imported through the letter post, rebate of the whole 
Customs Union duties shall be allowed. 


Nore.— Information has been received that alterations have 
recently been effected in the rebates of Customs duties allowed on 
certain goods, including wines, tobacco, guns, and hardware, im- 
ported into Natal, but at present no details are available. 


N.B.—The following articles are admitted free of duty under 
the South African Customs Union ‘Tariff on 


ie rl importation into South Africa irrespective of 
Walon their destination :— 
F Agricultural implements and machinery, and: 


all apparatus and plant usually and principally 
employed in farming operations. ~ 


= 
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SOUTH AFRICA—continued. 


All raw produce of South Africa and animals bred in South 
Africa imported overland. 

All animals bred and articles grown, produced or manufactured 
within the Union, with certain exceptions as regards flour wheaten, 
or wheaten meal, including pollard, manufactured from other than 
South African wheat, and spirits distilled from the produce of and 
within the Union. : 

Ambulance materials imported by recognised assoviations, corps 
or hospitals lawfully established for instruction or drill in first aid 
to the wounded. 

Anchors and chain cables for the use of ships, tugs, or lighters. 

Animals, living, except mules and geldings, and cattle and 
sheep for slaughter. 

Arms, ammunition, appointments and uniforms for the regular 
Military, Naval, or Volunteer Imperial or Colonial Forces of His 
Majesty, or for similar Forces of any Government belonging to 
the Union. 

’ Asbestos packing and boiler composition. 

Atlases, charts, globes, and maps. 

Bags for flour, grain, manure, produce, sugar, wool, coal, and 
minerals, not including paper bags ; and bagging and sacking in 
the piece. 

Bands and belting of all kinds for driving machinery, binding 
twine or harvest yarn, boiler tubes, bolting cloth and mill silk. 

Band instruments and stands the bona jide property of any 
Government belonging to the Union, or of a regular military 
or volunteer corps, and not the property of individuals. 

Bones, feathers, ivory, hair, hoofs, horns, shells, skins, teeth, 
wool and other parts of animals, birds, fishes, or reptiles, not being 
manufactured, polished or further prepared than dried and cleaned, 
but in their raw and unmanufactured state. 

Bookbinders’ requisites, consisting of boards, cloth, leather, 
marble paper, skin, thread, tape, vellum, webbing and wire. 

Books and music, printed, including newspapers and _periodi- 
cals, not being foreign unauthorised prints of any British or South 
African copyright work. 

Bottles and jars of common glass or earthenware; empty or 
imported full of any article liable to a rated duty and bottles 
empty commonly used for aerated waters. 

Boxes, empty, cardboard and wooden, put together or in pieces 
or shooks : for packing. 

Brass and copper, and composition metal in bars, ingots, 
plates and sheets; plain, including perforated, but otherwise 
unmanufactured. 

Bullion, coin or specie. 
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SOUTH AFRICA—continued. 


Carriages, carts, waggons, and other wheeled vehicles the manu- 
facture of South Africa, imported overland. 

Church decorations, altars, bells, fonts, lecterns, pulpits, organs, 
plate or vestments, and illuminated windows imported by or for 
presentation to any religious body. 

Coir, candlewick, cotton, flax, fibre, flock, hemp and jute: raw, 
waste or unmanufactured. 
Consular uniforms and appointments and printed official consular 

stationery. 
.Cork dust, paper shavings, sawdust, husks, and other waste 
substances intended and suitable for use only as packing material. 

Corks and bungs. 

Cups, medals and other trophies imported for presentation or 
presented as prizes at examinations, exhibitions, shows or other 
public competitions, for excellence in art, bravery, good conduct, 
humanity, industry, invention, manufactures, learning, science, 
skill or sport, or for honourable or meritorious public services: 
provided that such articles shal! on importation or delivery free 
from the Customs bear engraved or otherwise indelibly marked 
on them the name of the presenter or the presentee and the 
occasion or purpose for which presented. 

Diagrams, designs, drawings, models and plans. 

Diamonds and other gems or precious stones in their rough 
state. 

Dye-nuts, gambier, myrobalans, sumach, valonia and other 
dye stuff: for leather. 

Engravings, lithographs, and photographs and enlargements 
or reproductions of the same. 

Fire escapes and fire hose and hose-reels. 

Fire clay, terra alba, and fire bricks. 

Fish, fresh and fish ova; also dried, cured or salted fish and 
raw fish oil of South African catching. 

Fruit : fresh or green, including cocoanuts. 

Fruit and other produce, driers or evaporators of. 

Glue. 

Guano and other substances, animal, mineral or vegetable, 
artificial or natural, suitable for use as fertilisers or manures. 

Hair cloth and springs for furniture. 

Ice. : 

Iron and steel: angle, bar, channel, hoop, rod, plate, sheet 
or T; plain, including perforated and galvanised; rough and 
unmanufactured ; not including corrugated sheets. 

Lead: bar, pipe and sheet. 

Leather: patent, enamelled, roan and morocco, and pigskin in 
the piece. 
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SOUTH AFRICA—continued. 


Life-boats, belts and buoys, and other life-saving apparatus 
imported by any recognised society. 

Machinery fitted to be driven by cattle, electric, gas, heat, 
hydraulic, Sceedibar: steam, water or wind power, including 
spare parts, and apparatus and appliances used in connection 
with the generating and storing of electric power or gas, but 


. not including electric cable, or wire, or the posts for carrying 


the same, and not including lamp posts, or lamps, or their fittings. 

Metal of all sorts in bars, blocks, ingots and pigs, for 
founding, not elsewhere described. 

_ Mining buckets, skips, trucks and tubs: wheeled or otherwise : 
for hauling minerals or ores on rails or wires. 

Packing or lagging for engines and machinery. 

Paper for printing books, pamphlets, newspapers and posters, 
or for lithographic purposes. 

Paintings, pictures, picture books and etchings. 

Pipes, piping and tubes of earthenware or metal of all kinds, 
for gas, drainage, sewerage, irrigation, water supply or pumping, 
not including downpiping and guttering, or cocks and taps. 

Potash and soda, carbonate, bi-carbonate, caustic, crystals and 
silicate. 

Printing and lithographic inks. 

Printing, iithographing, paper onting, folding, numbering 
and perforating machines or presses, blocks, formes, fontes, plates, 
rollers, stones and type; and other apparatus suitable only for use 
in the bookbinding or printing industries. 

Public stores, imported or taken out of bond by, and bona 
jide for the sole and exclusive use of the Government of His 
Britannic Majesty, or the Government of any Colony, State or 
Territory belonging to the Union, provided that a certificate be 
delivered to the Customs given under the hand of a principal 
Imperial, Military, Naval, Civil, Commissariat, or Ordnance 
secretary or officer, or under the hand of a secretary to any 
Government within the Union, setting forth that any duty levied 
on such public stores would be borne directly by the ‘Treasury 
of his Government: and provided further that no portions of such 
stores used or unused shall be sold or otherwise disposed of so as 
to come into the possession of or into consumption by any parties 
not legally entitled to import the same free of duty, until the 
intention so to sell or dispose of the stores shall have been notified 
to the principal Officer of Customs in the Colony, State or 
Territory where they were first imported, to whom the duty 
leviable according to the Tariff then in force shall be paid by the 
Government selling or disposing of the stores. 

Railway construction or equipment requisites, such to mean 
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SOUTH AFRICA—continued. 


the following :—Rails, sleepers, fastenings for rails or sleepers, 
girders, iron bridge work, culvert tops, locomotives, tenders, 
ballast trucks, goods waggons, carriages, trollies, engine water 
tanks, turntables, permanent or fixed signals and weigh-bridges. 

Rattans, cane and bamboo, unmanufactured. 

Resin and carbonate of ammonia. 

Saddle-trees. 

School furniture and requisites: being all articles certified by 
the Superintendent-General of Education, or any official appointed 
for that purpose in any Colony, State or Territory in the Union, to 
be for use in any school. 

Sculpture, including casts or models of sculpture. 

Seeds, bulbs, plants and tubers for planting or sowing only, 
under such regulations as regards edible kinds as the Customs 
authorities may impose to safeguard the revenue against diversion 
into ordinary consumption. 

Sheep dip, sheep dipping powders, materials suitable only for 
dip and dipping tanks. 

Specimens illustrative of natural history. 

Sprayers and sprinklers and other apparatus for destroying 
pests or diseases in stock, plants or trees. 

Staves. 

Steam launches, tugs and lighters: provided that when 
condemned or landed to be broken up, duty shall be paid at the 
Customs on the hull and all fittings according to the Tariff that 
may then be in force. 

Sulphur; substances for destroying pests or diseases in stock, 
plants or trees: and disinfectants. 

Thread: boot and shoe makers’, saddlers’ and sailmakers’, and 
seaming twine. 

Tin and zinc: bar, plate or sheet, plain or perforated, but 
otherwise unmanufactured. 

Telegraphs and telephones: materials and_ instruments for 
use in construction and working of telegraph and telephone lines. 

Tobacco the produce of South Africa, imported overland. 

Tramway construction requisites, such to mean the following :— 
rails, sleepers, fastenings for rails or sleepers, i iron gates, girders, 
iron bridge work and culvert tops. 

Vaccine virus and toxin. 

Vegetables, fresh or green, but not including potatoes or onions. 

Water boring apparatus. 

Wine presses and wine pumps. 

Wine, spirits and beer imported direct or taken out of bond, 
by, and for the sole use of, Commissioned Officers serving on full 
pay in the regular Military or Naval Forces of His Britannic 
Majesty, subject to such regulations as the Customs may make 
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SOUTH AFRICA—contixued. 


for the due protection of the Revenue, provided that if any such 
liquors shall be sold or otherwise disposed of to or for consumption 
by any other person not legally entitled to import the same free of 
duty without the duty being first paid thereon to the Customs 
according to the Tariff then in force, then they shall be forfeited 
and the parties knowingly disposing of such liquors or into whose 
possession the same shall knowingly come shall be liable to such 
penalties as may be prescribed by law. 

Wool, straw, hay and forage presses. 

Wire and wire netting for fencing; droppers, gates, hurdles, 
posts, standards, strainers, staples, stiles, winders, and other 
materials or fastenings of metal ordinarily used for agricultural 
or railway fencing. 

Wire rope. 

Note.—The Customs Union Tariff is in operatidn in the Cape of 
Good Hope, Natal, Orange River Colony, Basutoland, and the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, a copy 

of a Customs Circular (No. 16 of 1902), issued by 

the Finance and Department of the 

fron Fran, Government of India on the 16th October, 1902, 

é revising the rates of additional duties on bounty- 

fed sugar imported into India from France, to come into effect 
from the 1st September, 1902, as follows :— 


Additional Duties Levied. 


Kinds of Sugar. = 


Old Rate. New Rate. 
| R. a p. R. a. p. 
Raw sugars from 65 to 98 per cent. polarisation for | 
beet-root sugars, or 65 to 97 for French Colonial | 
sugar ... ie 4 2 13 11 
Refined sugars, in loaf or crushed, clear, hard and | 
Ty ose oss 8 2 3 215 6 
Raw and refined sugars, in grains or crystals, of a | 
minimum standard of 98 per cent. polarisation ... 3 2 214 9 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Notice issued by the 
Daty on Parts Minister of Trade and Customs for the Com- 
of Goods. monwealth of Australia, on 26th September, 
1902, directing that, except where otherwise 
expressly provided by the Customs Tariff, 1902,* any “ part” of 
any goods which are dutiable ad valorem shall, though imported 
by itself, be chargeable with duty according to its value at the rate 
applicable to the complete goods. 


ARGENTINA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of an Argentine Decree, dated the 29th 


Exemption of September last, exempting from Customs duties 


— — boilers for the construction or refitting of 
Import Duty. vessels destined for river navigation in Argen- 


tina, when such boilers are imported by the 
owners of the vessels. 


COLOMBIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 602 of the 
Increased Import , 20d of Trade Journal ” for the 26th July 
Duties _ last, on the subject of a Decree increasing the 
Gteadie ond import duties on all foreign goods imported 
Department of 2% Colombia by 50 per cent., the Board of 
'. Trade have now received information, through 
—_— the Foreign Office, to the effect that this 
Decree is not applicable to the ports of the Department of Panama. 
With regard to goods imported into the Department of Panama 
for local consumption only, such goods are subject to an ad valorem 
tariff rate which, according to a report to his Government by the 
United States Consul at Colon, has recently been raised from 20 to 
30 per cent., except in the case of rum and alcohol, on which the 
duties are stated to be as follows :— 


Centavos. 
Alcohol up to 42° by Cartier’s areometer ... Per litre 50 
Alcohol exceeding 42° by Cartier’s areometer a 100 
Rum up to 21° by Cartier’s arcometer a0 


The duties are reported to be payable in silver, and the Consul 
adds that the premium on gold at the date of his despatch was 
150 per cent. Merchandise in transit through Panama is allowed 
to pass free. ’ 


* The new Customs Tariff of the Australian Commonwealth was issued as a 
Supplement to the “ Board of Trade Journal” of the 13th inst, 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


COREA. 


The Board of Trade have received the Foreign 

Office, to the effect that the duty on all arms 

aaa a and ammunition imported into Corea will in 

Revienttion future be 10 per cent. ad valorem instead of 20 

per cent. as heretofore. Arms and ammunition 

imported under special permit for the use of the Corean Govern- 
ment are admitted free of duty. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


NATAL. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
re copy of reports made by the Superintending 
Engineer and Engineer-in-Chief of the Natal 
Sachin the Government Railways to the General Manager, 
Main a tae with regard to the question of doubling the 
main line or the construction of an alternative 
main line. 
In his report, the Engineer-in-Chief gives a 
comparison of the alternative schemes, from 
maou which it appears that the estimated cost of 
doubling the present main line between Durban and Ladysmith 
is placed at 3,724,000/., or about 18,000/. per mile, as compared 
with 3,562,000/. for a single track on the alternative main line, 
or, say, 19,500/. per mile, and 5,076,000/. for a double track, 
about 28,000/. per mile. The figures are rather in favour of the 
alternative line, but against the difference must be set the interest 
which would accrue on that expenditure during the longer interval 
which would elapse before the whole of it would become reproductive. 
At the conclusion of his report Mr. Shores, the Engineer-in- 
Chief, expresses the opinion that a prima facie case has been made 
out in favour of doubling the existing line. The following is a 
brief summary of the gist of the reports :— 
1. The existing line can be doubled. 
2. Its capacity can be quadrupled. 
3. The grades and curves against the load would be the same on 
both schemes. 
4. The length of the existing line would be increased by 
114 miles, but the running time would be slightly reduced. 
5. The mileage to Johannesburg would be respectively 495 
miles and 452 miles. 
6. The cost of either scheme may be set down as 3} millions. 
7. The double line would be the sooner reproductive. 
8. It would best serve other projected lines. 
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Shipping and Transport. 


RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 214 of the “ Board of Trade 
: . Journal” of the 30th ult., respecting the post- 
a ponement of the opening of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway, the “Journal de St. Péters- 
y: bourg ” of the 23rd ult./5th inst. states that, in 

spite of this adjournment, there will nevertheless be organised a 
special service of express trains for 1st and 2nd class passengers, 
and “trains de luxe” exclusively composed of Ist class carriages 
between St. Petersburg and Moscow on the one hand and the 
principal stations on the Manchurian line on the other. This 
service of trains will run in conjunction with that of the express 
trains between the two towns mentioned above, and the principal 
stations on the Russian European system. Passengers who wish 
to use the fast trains and expresses between Moscow and the 
Chinese Eastern line will be obliged to pay the following sur- 
charges :—For fast trains, lst class, 40 per cent. increase; 2nd 
class, 50 per cent. increase on the ordinary fares; for express 
trains (Ist class only), 50 per cent. increase on the ordinary fares. 


GERMANY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 195 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 3lst July last, a memorandum 


Ps omy f dated Ist inst. has been received at the Foreign 
Prussi oe rll Office, from H.M. Commercial Attaché at Berlin, 
Railways which states that the Prussian Government 


contemplate increasing its network of State 
railways by the purchase of six private companies, the “ Reichs- 
anzeiger” of the 14th ult. publishes the details of the offers made 
by the Government to the following lines, arranged in the order of 
their importance :-— 

. The East Prussian Southern Company. 

. The Marienburg-Mlawka Company. 

. Altdamm-Kolberg Company. 

. The Stargard-Kustrine Company. 

. The Kiel-Eckernforde-Flensburg Company. 

. The Breslau-Warsaw Company. 

The lines are all small, the most important being the first named 
which started in 1863, by possessing 46 kilometres from Konisberg 
to Pillau, a further 187 being added later from the former town to 
Lyck (partly double line) and on to Prostken. 

In 1899 the Company was given the right to build 85 kilometres 
of light railways. 

The following table shows the length of line and nominal capital 
of each of the companies named :— 


= 
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Length. Nominal Capital. 
£ 
1, 234 kilometres (and 85 light railways)... Pe oor 1,350,000 
2. 1438 (double line) ... 1,284,000 


The total is about 900 kilometres with a capital of some 
3,850,0007. 

If this plan is carried out, the only remaining private companies 
in Prussia of any importance will be the Dortmund-Gronau line, 
with a capital of 1,500,0001., and the Lubeck-Buchen line, with a 
capital of 1,040,000/. The question of the Prussian State buying 
the two first mentioned railways has been several times previously 
brought before the Prussian Landtag, Berlin. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 596 of the “ Board of Trade 
The Austrian. Journal” of 25th September last, a memorandum 
Llovd 8.8. Service by H.M. Commercial Attaché at Vienna states 
rag th Afri that the second steamer in connection with the 
- Tia. Austrian-Lloyd’s new service to South Africa 
was despatched from Trieste on the 27th ult. Among the 
passengers, 24 in number, were commercial travellers and industrial 
experts, who are proceeding to the Transvaal with a view to 
opening up a direct export trade from the Dual Monarchy to that 
country. 

Tne steamer in question carries 1,000 tons of merchandise, of 
which about 650 tons are of Austrian and the remainder of 
Hungarian origin. The principal consignments consist of cement, 
cotton, textile goods, shoes, sugar and potatoes. 

The next Austrian-Lloyd steamer for South African ports will 
be despatched from Trieste on the 27th prox. 
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MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 


BRITISH INDIA. 


According to the “ Indian Textile Journal” for October, a most 
promising discovery of coal has been made in 
ay rnp fa Banganapalli State in Kurnool district. Several 
li. trial pits have been sunk, and at depths of 20 
Banganegel to 30 feet good seams of coal have been struck. 
Samples of it have been analysed by the Chemical Analyser to the 
Government, and been declared to be genuine coal. The appear- 
ance and quality of the coal seem to be strikingly similar to the 
coal from the Singareni mines farther north. As far as can be 
ascertained, this new coalfield is of considerable area, and the coal 
is within easy reach of the surface. The new coalfield is five miles 
from the nearest railway station, Rangapuram, on the Billary- 
Kistna line, but the road is hilly and bad. The discoverer of the 
coal is a native of Madras, who has obtained a comprehensive 
lease for working it and other minerals from the Nawab of 
Banganapalli in return for certain specified royalties. 


CANADA-BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


According to the “ Engineering and Mining Journal ” (New York) 
Report of of 1st inst., there is considerable interest in the 
Ghee Gio tm production of zinc ore in the Slocan District 
British Columbia. of British Columbia, and one of the Kansas 
smelters has lately sent a representative there 
to investigate the conditions. There are said to be numerous 
mines capable of producing zinc ore, but the high railway rates 
to points where smelting is conducted in the United States are 
at present against their development. One or two mines have, 
however, been making some shipments to Europe. 


BELGIUM. 


With reference to the notice published at pp. 25-6 of the “ Board 

of Trade Journal” of 3rd April last, the 
Coal Discoveries. ‘‘ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” (Paris) of 

13th inst. contains a report by the French 
Consul-General at Antwerp, to the effect that borings for coal in 
the neighbourhood of Westerloo (Province of Antwerp) have been 
attended with success, the presence of four veins at between 400 
and 600 metres in depth having been ascertained. It is under- 
stood that fresh borings will be undertaken shortly at Opgrymby 
and at Mechelen-on-the-Meuse, as well as at Lanklaer. 
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ITALY. 


A despatch dated 7th inst. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
Warning to from H.M. Consul at Naples, reporting that 
mare there has been a severe crisis in the coal trade 
Exporters of Coal there, accompanied by several failures. These 
xporters of Woal. have had disastrous effects on British trade, for 
the reason that owners too frequently send cargoes of coal to the 
receivers direct, leaving them to transact the Custom-house 
business, as well as giving them complete power over the cargo. 
The receivers, being unable to pay, have in many cases delayed 
the cargo, and in the end have often given the owners worthless 
bills, When, on the other hand, the ships are consigned to . 
brokers or agents, the owners at home run no risk, as the agents 
know who can be trusted, and have interest in securing quick 
despatch. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to a bulletin issued by the United States Geological 
—— Survey, published in “Engineering News” 
and (New York) of ult., the total production 
: aa of refined lead in 1901 was 381,688 tons (of 
= . 2,000 lbs.) as compared with 377,679 tons in 
1900. Of this total the net American production was 270,700 
tons. The estimated consumption of lead in the United States in 
1901 was 269,905 tons; and the total value of imported lead was 
364,459 dols. (75,9291.) in 1901, as compared with 702,213 dols. 
(146,294.) in 1900. 

The total production of copper in the United States in 1901 was 
268,782 tons (of 2,240 lbs.) as compared with 270,588 tons in 
1900. The total quantity of copper imported in 1901 amounted 
to 124,938,325 lbs. The total value of the exports of copper from 
the United States was 36,071,448 dols. (7,514,885/.) in 1901, as 
compared with 58,875,439 dols. (12,265,466/.) in 1900. The 
estimated consumption of copper in the United States was 
382,761,014 lbs. in 1901, as against 356,891,121 lbs. in 1900. 
The world’s production of copper was 511,803 tons in 1901, as 


against 487,206 tons in 1900. 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


HONG-KONG. 


The following comparative table, showing the imports and 
, : reported sales of Indian grey yarn effected 
wee in Hong-Kong and Shanghai during the years 
dinars 1897 to 1901, is taken from a report on Hong- 
Kong recently issued by the Colonial Office :— 


Direet Tota! || 
— ree ar Imports to || Total Sales Total 
from India China | effected 
Year, into (including | in Hong- 
Shanghai | Hong-Kong)|) Kong. 
"| and Japan. | and Japan. | 
Bales. Bales. | Bales. | Bales. Bales. 
1897... ree 279,412 167,623 447,035, 187,948 117,861 
1898... we 308,978 168,467 477,445 221,144 147,678 
1899... bea 315,369 288,307 603,676 205,441 167,860 
1900... ond 153,610 110,409 264,019 152,277 125,796 
1901... see 291,885 228,688 520,573 | 197,992 194,879 
AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 15th inst., were as 


follow :— 
Wheat ... soe 208. Od. 
Barley ... eas 208. Lid. 
Oats ... on 


For further particulars see P. 373.- 


A statement is published on p. 374, showing the quantities of 
;_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
pint sd oo imported into the United Kingdom during the 
tural Produce. ook ended the 15th inst., as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1901. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Crown Lands COPY of an Ordinance enacted by H.B.M. Acting 
poe hea Commissioner for the East Africa Protectorate, 
entitled the ‘‘ Crown Lands Ordinance, 1902.” 

This Ordinance regulates the selling and leasing of Crown lands, 
the issuing of licenses for temporary occupation of same, &c., and 
repeals the East African Land Regulations of 1897. ; Be 
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GERMANY. 


According to statistics published in the “ Reichsanzeiger,” the 

production of raw sugar in Germany in August, 
Sugar Production. September, and October last, the first quarter 

of the new sugar campaign, was 516,974 metric 
tons as compared with 678,949 metric tons during the corre- 
sponding months of last year. The production of refined sugar 
shows an increase however, 318,289 metric tons having been 
produced in August, September, and October, 1902, as compared 
with 278,498 during the same period in 1901. The number of 
sugar factories which worked up raw beet in the German Customs 
Union in October last was 389, and the weight of beets used was 
4,307,582 metric tons. 


FRANCE. 


According to a report by H.M. Consul at Bordeaux, copy of which 

The Vintage i has been received at the Board of Trade through 

m the Foreign Office, the vintage of 1902 in the 

Department of the Gironde has given 62,942,000 

- : gallons of wine. This result is less than in any 

of the three preceding years, but is greater than in any of the 
years from 1878 to 1892, as well as 1894, 1895, 1897, and 1898. 

The quantities of wine produced in the Gironde since 1898 have 

been as follow :— 


Year. Quantity. 
Gallons. 
1899 ... oe oe 76,531,576 


Unfortunately, adds the Consul, the season of 1902 was generally 
adverse to the vine from first to last, and although it is too soon to 
speak decidedly as to the quality of the wine produced, it is hardly 
probable that it will equal the excellent wines of the 1898, 1899, 
and 1900 vintages. 

With regard to the stocks of Gironde wines, the “ Feuille 
Vinicole” says that from the lst September, 1901, to the 31st 
August, 1902, 85,542,512 gallons of red and white wines were sold 
out of the cellars of the Gironde proprietors, this being the equiva- 
lent: of what a good vintage year gives. These wines were princi- 
pally those of 1900 and 1901. Supposing that the same amount 
should be disposed of during the corresponding period of 1902- 
1903, the proprietors would have no stock of wine left on the 31st 
August next, since the vintage of 1902 (62,942,000 gallons) and 
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the stocks on hand from former years remaining on the properties 
make up just that amount of wine. 

In these circumstances the vintage of 1903 would come under 
favourable auspices for the proprietors, as it would have no rival 
or competitor in the wines of former vintages. 


FRANCE—COCHIN CHINA. 


According to ‘‘ La Dépéche Coloniale ” of 7th inst., the exports of 
— rice and paddy from Saigon during the first 
_ ° Months of nine months of this year have surpassed all 
ae “om corresponding figures for previous years. The 
). following table shows the quantity exported 

during the first nine months of each of the last five years :— 


Year, | Quantity. 
| Tons. 
1902.. 668,958 


The countries of destination of the exports during the period 
mentioned in the years 1901 and 1902 are shown by the following 
table :— 


| 
To— 1901. | 1902. 

| 
Tons. Tons. 
France... iss 65,764 103,758 
French Colonies ... 36,895 19,301 
Port Said (to order)... seu, vee 70,054 44,792 
Netherlands Indies 131,919 92,508 
Other destination 34,130 52,530 

TURKEY. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 560 of the 
Prohibition of Board of Trade Journal” for the 18th Sep- 
obroition Of tember last, relative to the prohibition of the 


fr 9 = export of certain cereals, until further notice, 
Ponca from the vilayet of Scutari, the Board of Trade 


have now received information, through the 
Foreign Office, to the effect that oats are also to be included in the 
prohibition. 


—— 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 13th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 157,611 and the number imported during the 
46 weeks ended the 13th inst. was 3,030,649. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 13th 
inst., 4,774 bales, and for the 46 weeks, 406,743. 
For further details see p. 373. 


A report published in the “ Labour Gazette” of the 15th inst., 

State of the based on 2,391 returns, viz.: 1,184 from 

Labour Market Employers, 608 from Trade Unions, and 599 

tn Gataker:* from other sources, states that the general state 

: of employment in October showed no appreci- 

able change as compared with the previous month, but it continued 

to be decidedly worse than a year ago, and was below the average 
for the month of October in the last ten years. 

In the 223 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
548,442, making returns of the number of members unemployed, 
27,270 (or 5:0 per cent.) were reported as unemployed at the end 
of October, as compared with the same percentage in September, 
and 3°7 per cent. in the 216 unions, with a membership of 544,827, 
from which returns were received for October, 1901. The mean 
percentage of unemployed returned at the end of October during 
the ten years 1892-1901 was 4-7. 


* For principal contents of the “ Labour Gazette,” see p. 375. 


RUSSIA. 
With reference to the notifications which have appeared from time 
a to time in the “ Board of Trade Journal ” (vide 
Ensuring Delive 13th December, 1900, p. 580; 7th February, 
1901, p. 329; and 3rd April, 1902, p. 16) 
respecting the Customs duties levied on publi- 
P cations in the Russian language printed abroad, 
sewed the British Commercial Agent in Russia, in a 
recent report, states that the following seem to be the only practical 
ways of ensuring the delivery in Russia of trade catalogues printed 
in Russian, these being stopped by the Russian Post Office under 

existing regulations for non-payment of duty :— 

1. To send them in bulk to an agent in Russia who would pay 

the duty and attend to all formalities. 
2. To have them printed in Russia itself and distributed through 
local agents. In this case the duty is avoided altogether, while in 
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addition the cost of printing, postage, &c., is naturally considerably 
cheaper. This is already done by several well-known British firms. 
Censure formalities are seen to by the printer. 

Mr. Cooke adds:—‘“‘ To quote an instance of the first method 
mentioned, the Ceylon Tea Planters’ Association, through their 
agent in Germany, sent to me this summer a chest of 3,000 
pamphlets printed in Russian at Leipsig, advertising their teas. 
I received them safely through a forwarding office after paying 
the duty and distributed them all as requested among the tea 
firms here. I do not know if there were any censure formalities 
or not.” 


FRANCE-FRENCH GUINEA. 


According to “ La Dépéche Coloniale” of the 9th ult., the trade 

of French Guinea, which had been gradually 

Trade in 1901. increasing from 1896, showed an enormous 

decrease last year. The total trade in 1901 

amounted to 15,727,176 francs (629,000/.) as compared with 

24,430,071 francs (977,0001.) in 1900, or a decrease of 8,702,885 

francs (348,000/.). The following table shows the value of the 

imports and exports into and from French Guinea in 1900 and 
1901 :— 


Imports. Exports. 
From and to— 
1900. 1901. 1900. 1901. 

Francs. Francs. Francs. Francs. 

France and French colonies «+. | 4,338,026 | 3,185,093 || 1,323,063 | 1,424,330 
Foreign countries ... ate ... | 9,937,426 | 4,559,484 || 8,831,556 | 6,558,269 
Total \ Francs |14,275,452 | 7,744,577 ||10,154,619 | 7,982,599 

£} 571,000 310,000 406,000 319,000 


This decline in the volume of trade, it is said, was inevitable 
owing to the crisis in the caoutchouc trade, this article being the 
most important of the products actually exported from French 
Guinea. The failure of this product has completely changed the 
economic conditions of the country. The native has not been 
able through lack of resources to make his usual purchases and 
imports have therefore declined to the extent of 6,530,875 francs, 
the decrease being chiefly noticeable in piece-goods, beverages, 
arms and ammunition, amber and bullion and specie. 

The following table shows the value of the principal articles 
imported in the years 1900 and 1901 :— 


B2 
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Miscellaneous. 
— 1900. 1901. 

Francs, Francs. 
Building materials ... coe $18,238 1,375,233 

769,014 355,102 


Beverages ... ove ose = 
Machinery, tools, &c. sts 181,618 


Armsand ammunition... die 410,980 149,098 
Other articles ibs 2,158,697 1,013,014 


Total ... Francs} 14,275,452 7,744,577 


£& 571,000 310,000 


The value of the principal articles exported in the same two 
years was as follows :— 


— 1900. 1901, 
Francs. Francs. 

Caoutchouc ... bas 7,680,120 5,193,041 
Other articles 540,553 
Total { Frances! 10,154,619 7,982,599 

ore eee eee £ 406,000 319,000 

ROUMANIA. 


H.M. Minister at Bucharest forwards, under date of 2nd inst., an 
, extract from the “ Curierul Financiar” on the 
Toca subject of the State protection granted in 
Setediaten. Roumania to national industries. This extract 
states that this protection is of two kinds, viz., 

direct and indirect; direct by the imposition of taxes on im- 
portation, and indirect by the concession of advantages such as 
exemption from Customs duties on raw materials ; reduced railway 
rates for transportation, &c. There are three kinds of industry 
which benefit :—(1) Timber cutting, petroleum boring, and such 
industries. (2) Industrial enterprises for which the raw material 
is wholly or for the most part produced by the soil of the country. 
(3) Manufactories which use raw material wholly or for the most 
part imported from abroad. Only two of these classes of industry, 
however, according to the “ Curierul Financiar,” deserve protection ; 
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the other, namely that which imports its raw material, has no 
chance of success in the country and causes considerable loss to 
the State, owing to the fact that if it did not exist the products 
themselves would be imported from abroad, and the State would 
thereby benefit by the duty collected. 

In an article published in the “Revisti Romani” on this 
subject two typical instances are given, viz.:—The manufactories 
of coarse cloth and cordage, which import all their raw material 
from abroad. By means of detailed statistics it is shown that 
these industries cause a loss to the State of nearly 1,480,000/. 

The Journal adds that the idea is rapidly gaining favour that 
the State should cease its protection of those industries which are 
dependent on imported raw products, and that a distinction should 
be drawn between those industries which will thrive in Roumania, 
and those which will not. In this way all State protection will be 
directed to those industries which have as basis agricultural and 
like products. 


CONGO FREE STATE. 


A despatch dated 16th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 

Seem, off from H.M. Minister at Brussels, enclosing a 

Foreigners in ORY of the Bulletin Officiel of the Congo for 

1902 July-August, in which it is stated that on the 

r Ist January, 1902, the non-indigenous popu- 

lation of the Congo amounted to 2,346, among whom were 1,465 

Belgians, 156 Italians, 126 Dutch, 108 Portuguese, 105 Swedes, 

98 English, 63 Germans, 55 French, 30 Americans, 29 Danes, 

25 natives of Luxemburg, 22 Norwegians, 21 Swiss, 13 Russians, 
10 Spaniards, 7 Austrians, and 5 Greeks “‘ Congolese.” 

The largest number of foreigners are in the district of Boma, 
where there are 447, of whom 248 are Belgians, and 16 British, 
11 of the latter being in Boma itself. The districts of Uelle and 
Aruhimi adjoining the British Possessions contain no British 
subjects with the exception of Aka where three are enumerated. 
The life leased territories are comprised in the Uelle district, 
Lado containing only 16, Kero 10, and Dufile 3 Belgian subjects, 
the three places containing also 10 Italians and Swedes but no 
English. The Lualaba Kasai district contains 4 British subjects. 
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REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Manchester.—A meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Manchester Chamber of Commerce was held on the 12th inst., Mr. 
John Thomson (President) occupying the chair. 


The minutes of the African Section recorded the recent visits 
to the Chamber of three British West African Governors viz. :— 


Sir George Denton, of the Gambia; Sir Matthew Nathan, of the 
Gold Coast; and Sir C. A. King-Harman, of Sierra Leone. 

At each interview the subject of the extension of the cultivation 
of cotton had been a prominent subject of discussion. All the 
Governors had expressed warm sympathy with the efforts initiated 
in Lancashire to promote the cultivation of cotton in West Africa 
and had promised substantial assistance under expert advice. The 
minutes of the African Section refered to the presence and co- 
operation of the officers of the new Cotton-growing Association at 
these interviews. Sir Wm. McGregor, the Governor of Lagos, who 
has been studying the methods of cotton cultivation in Egypt, has 
promised to visit the Chamber in December. 

Among the other matters under discussion were the Lagos 
Trade Marks, &c., Ordinances, Concessions in the French Congo, 
the Japanese National Exhibition of 1903, the Manchester Trade 
Marks Office, &c., &c., 


Edinburgh.—A general meeting of the Edinburgh Chamber of 
Commerce and Manufactures was held on the 14th inst., Mr. James 
Cormack (president) occupying the chair. 

The Chairman submitted a report by a joint committee of the 
Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce and Manufactures and the Leith 
Chamber of Commerce on the working of the Debtors (Scotland) 
Act, 1880, in so far as that Act deals with the punishment of 
fraudulent debtors, and recommending the amendment of the Act 
on lines indicated in the report. 

Other matters under discussion were the continuation of the 
Pig Nevis Observatory, trade at Leith Docks, the Metric System, 

&e. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 46 Weeks ended 13th November, 1902. 


Week ended | Week | week ended | 4° weeks 
13th | Nov, || [8th Nov» | Nov., 
1902, 1902, 1902. 1902, 
IMPORTS. EXPoRTs. 
( Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. | No. 
American 128,218 | 2,316,669 1,781 249,798 
Brazilian ooo one 7,145 222,108 22,686 
Hast Indian .. ase 943 59,008 860 32,354 
Egyptien ... ... 24,889 376,025 1,897 95,315 
Miscellaneous 1,973 56,839 2360 | 6,640 
Total ... «| 157,611 3,030,649 4,774 | 406,743 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 15th November, 1902, and 
vorresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant tothe Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 


| Average Price. 


| Wheat, Barley. Oats. 


Week ended 15th November, 1902 
Corresponding week in— 
1895 eee eee eee eee eee 25 7 25 1 14 4 
388 11 | 6 2 16 5 
1898 ... eee eee 28. 28 «6 
1899 ... ° 26 26 «#4 4. 
ose eve 26 26 18 8 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 


purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pope for every bushel of barley 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel o 


f oats. 


- / 
| 

| 

4 

| 

| 

| | 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 

Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
15th November, 1902, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended! OCorrespond- 
15th Nov., ing week 
1902. in 1901 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... Number. 4,999 4,393 
Sheep and lambs ... 1,884 1,258 
Swine eee ore eee ” 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef... eve » Cwts 35,751 111,281 
Pork =. 17,400 20,198 
Salted or csyaraeeates meat :— 
Beef 3,589 846 1 
Pork 2,769 2,591 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. » 12,809 13,835 
Meat,preserved otherwise thanbyealting ag 11,597 14,398 
Dairy — and substitutes :— 
Margarine oon ” 15,989 21,411 
60,949 51,848 
fresb, ‘in cans ordrums ..._... 869 242 
» condensed . 17,349 17,064 
other kinds ” 15 126 
Poultry and game ~~ wa Value £ 15,054 7,961 
red (not tinned) Cwts. 7,870 16,246 
Lard 30,405 20,656 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat-meal and flour ... wee 330 459 831,300 
Maize orIndiancorn 635,772 622,800 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples Cwts. 135,273 70,417 
Bananas ... Bunches. 19,101 58,058 
Lemons... 24,998 13,639 
Oranges... 87,234 109,187 
Pears — 4,492 5,580 
Unenumerated . 935 1,220 
Hay ... . Tons, 4,237 7,925 
Locust beans* ove 26,840 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions... Bushels, 200,076 179,724 
Cwts. 102,549 43,051 
Tomatoes ... ove 99 6 023 4,814 
Vegetabies, dried Cwts, 8 571 18,196 
Preserved by canning ... 5,982 8,236 


* Not shown in 1901. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of October, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9}d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and, in the second volume, details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. y 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued on the 15th inst. :— 
State of the Labour Market in October; Ventilation of Factories 
and Workshops ; Co-operative Production in 1901; The Strike of 
Anthracite Coal Miners in the United States of America ; Census 
of Ireland; Inspection of Factories, Workshops, and Mines in 
France in 1901; British Columbia—Act defining Liabilities of 
Trade Unions, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a réswmé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in a Consular Report of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 2,913. France, 1901. 

Decrease of 27,360,000/. in ceding five years. ‘ Special” 
total trade compared with 1900, trade shows a decrease of nearly 
but an increase of 12,160,0001. 17,000,000/. as compared with 
compared with average of pre- 1900. 


| 
y 
| 
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Statements showing volume 
of trade with the different 
countries, and comparative 
tables showing value of 
“special” trade with various 
countries. 


Government Publications. 


Comparative tables showing 
value of imports and exports 
by articles from and to the 
United Kingdom. 

Return of trade with French 
Colonies and Dependencies. 


Values of principal articles Cod and herring fisheries. 
of import and export during 


last two years. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Africa, No. 4 (1902). Report by the Mombasa-Victoria (Uqunda) 
Railway Committee on the Progress of the Works, 1901-2, with two 
maps and a section. [Od.1,080.] Price 2s. 24d. 

This report states that by the end of March, 1901, the earth- 
works were ready for the laying of the rails (partly on temporary 
alignments) up to mile 500, while by December last they were so 
far completed that the rails were laid right through from the coast 
to the terminus on the Victoria Nyanza, mile 584. 

The gross earnings of this line amounted to Rs. 60,41,552 in 
1901, as compared with 56,88,579 in 1900 and 38,53,081 in 1899. 
The working expenses amounted to Rs. 56,83,369 in 1901, as 
against 52,55,905 in 1900 and 34,72,387 in 1899. 

The report furnishes a list of the principal commodities carried 
up and down the railway in 1901. The chief articles carried up 
the line are grain and pulse, sugar and provisions, and those 
carried down the line vegetables and fruit, grain and pulse, trade 

~ goods and building materials. 


Merchant Shipping, 1901. Tables showing the Progress of 
Merchant Shipping in the United Kingdom and the Principal 
Maritime Countries. 329. Price 9d. 


These tables, which have been prepared in the Commercial, 
Labour, and Statistical Department of the Board of Trade, contain 
statistics of the vessels entered and cleared in the foreign trade of 
the United Kingdom as well as of the principal foreign countries. 
Particulars are also given of the number and tonnage of the 
merchant navies of the British Empire and foreign countries, as 
well as statements as to the wages of seamen, the number employed, 
and the conditions of employment in the British Mercantile marine. 
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Government Publications. 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


| 
No. Place. Price No. Place. Price 


EUROPE— || 2758 Colonial Estimates 

Austria-Hungary : for 1902... 
2852 | Austria-Hungary _ ...1901) 14d.|| 2790 | German Colonies . "1900-01| 2d. 
2857 | Bohemia én .-» yy | 53d.|| 2819 | German East Africa ...1901 1}d. 


2895 | Fiume ... 3 ee x) | Id. || 2845 | Germany 23d. 
2762 | Trieste ... | 2748 | Estimates of German 
pire for 1902... 1d. 
Belgium: || 2774 | Pomerania... 1901 34d. 
2901 | Belgium (Finances and || 2751 | Prussian maaan for 
Trade) 1901) 2d. | 1902-03... Id, 
|| 2745 | Samoa ... ..1901 4d, 
Bulgaria: \| 572 | Higher, Middle and Lower 
2827 | Bulgaria 1901) Schools of Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. 
573 | Supplementary report on 
Denmark: Chemical Instruction and 
2739 1d, Chemical Industries in 
2829 | Denmark ove 3d, Germany ... 
574 | Prussian Railway. tg 3d, 
France and Colonies: 575 | German Iron cae in 1900 
2881 | Algeria... 1900 & 1901) 2d, and 1901 ove o| 3d. 
2817 | Bordeaux eee 1901) 4d. 
2805 | Brest... | 1d. Greece: 
2768 | Calais ... yy | 2788 | Cyclades 1d. 
2806 Cherbourg ore 2d. 2800 Islands... oy 14d. 


2784 | Corsica ... eve | Id. || 2760 | Morea ... 
2808 Dunkirk eee eee ld. 2775 | Pirzeus eee 13d, 
2787 | France .. see --1900) 3d. || 2764 | Thessaly ld 


2913 --1901} 13d.) 576 Resources of Greece 103d. 
2876 French Guinea, ‘1899 & 1900} 1a. 

2834 | French Indo-China ...1901) 1d. Italy: 

2821 | Hamburg tid » | 5d. || 2910 | Ancona... aia 1901) 3d. 


2754 | Havre ... eos | 8d, |] 2801 | Elba... 1900-01] 1d. 
2855 | Marseilles ...  ... | 2820 |Genoa ... L901] 23d. 


2765 | Nantes . | 1d. || 2865 | Lecce Province ge. 
2786 | Nice... | 1d. || 2809 | Leghorn 
2891 | New Caledonia » | 1d. || 2773 | Lombardy wie cig 
2823 and Kari- 2744 Naples | 
kal | 1d. || 2864 | 4 South Italy (Supple- 
2866 | Senegal... we yy | 1d. | 2896 | Rome and District... » | a6 
2877 | Society Islands... 1d. | 2838 | Sardinia 
582 | Chemical and Metal Tndus- | 2887 | Sicily ... a“ wig: | oe 
tries of the District of 
Lyons. 1d. 
Netherlands and Colonies: 
German Empire and Colonies: 2761 | Amsterdam ...  ...1901| 1d. 
2816 | Baden ... eee 1901) 1d. || 2883 | Dutch Guiana... 
2783 | Bavaria... coe | 2863 | Java... 
2769 | Chemnitz sab ss yy | 4d. || 2882 | Netherlands (Finances) 
2892 | Dantzig... og | 1901-2) 2d. 


2851 Frankfort-on-Main Ad, | 
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Government Publications. 
No. Place. rms No. Place. Price 
Norway : | AFRICA— 
2873 | Norway : .-.1901| 23d.) 577 | Agricultural Prospects of 
the gua of the Uganda 
Portugal and sgewer Railwa 1d. 
2799 | Beira ... +1901) 1$d.|) 2872 British C Central Africa Pro- 
2861 | Chinde .. tectorate ... ..1901-02} 23d. 
2794 |Goa eee | 3a. || 2791 | Dar-al Baida (Morocco) 1901 2d. 
2811 | Lourencgo Marques. ...1900) Id. | 2903 | East Africa Protectorate. 
2890 | Oporto ... -..1901| 1d. 1901-02} 1d. 
2846 | Mozambique ... «+ 55 | 1d. || 2818 | Independent State of the 
2746 | Portugal 13d. Congo 1901} 1d. 
2880 | Quilimane .--1901} 3d. || 2875 | Liberia... ne » | 24. 
2812 | Tete... 9, | 1d. || 2867 | Port Said and Suez 
(Egypt) » | 1d. 
Roumania: 2742 | Somali Coast ‘Protectorate, 
2874 | Roumania ...1900 and 1901) 13d. 1900-01} 2d. 
2787 | Tangier 1901} 2d. 
Russia 2893 | Zanzibar 
2782 | Batoum... ---1901| 2d. 
2897 | Finland 1d. AMERICA, NORTH— 
2743 | Odessa (Supplement)...1900 ld. United States of America: 
2750 »  (Agriculture)...1901| 1}d.|| 2755 | Baltimore 24d. 
2904 » | 2§d.|| 2759 | Charleston 
2810 | Poland and Lithuania » | 24d.|| 2763 | Chicago 
2911 | Riga » | 2d. || 2909 | Cuba... 
2860 | St. Petersburg... eee | 2837 | Hawaii ... 
2842 | Taganrog = | 2752 | New Orleans ... 
2781 | New York _... 
: 2858 | Oregon, Washington, 
2757 | Servia « 1900, 1901} 1d. and Idaho States ... ,, | 3d. 
2798 | Philadelphia ... eS 
2889 | Philippine Islands... ,, | 14d. 
2856 | Barcelona ..1901} 3d. || 2749 | Portland (Maine) ... ,, | 2d. 
2780 | Cadiz ... coe 9) | 28. || 2026 | Porto Rico ... | 19d. 
2830 | Canary Islands eee yy | 2825 | San Francisco... | 
2771 | Corunna coe yy | 2hd.|| 2770 | Texas... con 
> 2824 | Malaga 3d. || 2894 | United States . 13d. 
579 Mining “Industry y in “Spain 580 | Coal Industry of the Con- 
during the year 1901...) 2d. sular District of (Chicago. 1d. 
581 | Cattle and Meat Trade of 
Sweden: the United States... 2d. 
2879 | Gothenburg ... --1901) 23d.) 583 | Iron Ore Industry of the 
2778 | Stockholm... | United States... 1d. 
| 984 | Agriculture of the State of 
Turkey: Maine... 1d. 
2785 | Aleppo and Adana_...1901| 2d. 
2884 | Baghdad Mexico: 
2836 | Beirut ... 99 | 1$d.|| 2853 | Vera Cruz 1901) 13d. 
2831 | Bengazi... e 1900-01) 13d. 
2835 | Bussorah --- 1901) 3d. 
2813 | Constantinople ose gy | BE: AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
2832 | Damascus ane soe yy | 2d. || 2776 | Costa Rica nae «--1901} 1d. 
2792 | Erzeroum eee 5, | 2756 | Honduras 1899-1900 and 
2822 | Palestine » | ld. 1900-01) 3d 
2854 | Smyrna... » | 13d. 
2766 | Trebizond _ ld, AMERICA, SOUTH— 
578 | Trade and Economic “State Argentine Republic: 
of Vilayet of Tripoli 2767 | Buenos Ayres .. ---1901| 2d. 
during the past 40 years...| 1d, || 2793 | Rosario... see 1 Oe. 


\ 
i 
Ty 
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No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
Brazil: 2850 | Foochow ae -1901} 1d. 
2888 | Bahia and Sergipe 1901| 1d. || 2795 | Hankow ee sae te 
2844 | Para... eee gy | 4d. || 2906 | Ichang ... 
2814 | Pernambuco ... | 2d. || 2871 | Kiukiang cel 
2859 | Porto Alegre ... | 2905 | Kiungchow ... 
2740 | Sergipe... 1900} 1d, || 2907 | Nanking 1899, 1900, and . 
1901} 1d. 
Chile : 2828 | Newchwang ... Id. 
2885 |Chile ... ... 24d.|| 2804 | Ningpo... ... ... | 1d. 
2753 | Coquimbo ose -+01900) 1d. || 2779 | Samshui Id. 
2741 | Ssumao and Mengtse.. "1900 1d. 
Colombia: Republic of 2839 | Swatow... Id. 
2747 | Colombia (excepting 2870 | Wenchow 
Panama): ie 14d.|| 2840 | Wuchow » | ld. 
2802 | Wuhu ... » 
Guatemala : 
2868 | Guatemala, trade, agricul- Japan: 
ture, &c. 1900 and 1901} 24d.|| 2789 | Japan ... 1901! 2d. 
2886 | Paraguay ...1901| 3d. || 2869 | North Formosa acelin | oie 
2878 | Shimonoseki and Moji.. | 
Peru: 2796 | South Formosa... 1900-01) 2d, 
2807 | Peru... .-1901} 23d |) 2908 »  (Supple- 
mentary) ... --1901} 1d. 
Uruguay: 2841 | Yokohama... 
2847 | Uruguay ..1901] 13d. 
Korea: 
2833 | Caracas... 1901} 1d. | 2849 | Korea ... -1901} 
2772 | Ciudad Bolivar. 
| Persia: 
ASIA— || 2803 | Persian Gulf rae 23d. 
China: | 
2777 |Amoy ... 1d, | 8 
2862 | Canton... oes eee | 1d. || 2898 | Bangkok 01901) 13d. 
2912 | China ... 3d. 
2797 | Chin-kiang... PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
2738 | Foochow we «+1900 1d, || 2848 | Friendly Islands —...1901) 1d. 
| 


a 
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Government Publications. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Price. 


13 


10 
12 


11 


EUROPE— 
Austria-Hun: 


ungary : 

Declaration amending Article XI. of the Treaty between 
the United Kingdom and Austria-Hungary of 3rd Decem- 
ber, 1873, for the mutual surrender of fugitive criminals... 

Belgium: 

Treaty between the United Kingdom and Belgium for 

the mutual surrender of fugitive criminals.. 


Agreement relative to the exchange of —- Orders between 
the United Kingdom and Belgium 


France: 
Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 eee 
Agreement between the United Kingdom and France respect- 
ing commercial relations between France and Zanzibar ... 
Convention regulating the Telephone Service between Great 
Britain and France... ve 


Germany: 
Agreement between the United Kingdom and‘ Germany 
relative to the boundary of the British and German 
spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika.. 


AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States: 


Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 
relative to the establishment of a communication by Ship 
Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans... 

Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States extending the period for accession of British Colonies 
and Possessions to the Convention of 2nd March, 1899, 
relative to the Disposal of Real and Personal Property ... 


AMERICA, SOUTH—! 


Brazil : 
Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 
the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana... eee 


ASIA— 


Jap 
Agreement between the United a Kingtom and Ji telative 
to China and Corea... oe 


Persia: 

Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 
ing the system of telegraphic communication a 
Europe and India through Persia __... 

General Index to the Treaty Series, 1 897-1901 


14d. 


4d. 


3d, 


1d, 


4d. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
id. 
} | 
| | = 
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Government Publications. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports reiating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
346 Northern Nigeria aes | 1s. 10d, 
350 St. Vincent ... 2d. 
356 Falkland Islands ix 
357 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast | 
360 Straits Settlements... 2d. 
361 Sierra Leone ... we | 24d. 
362 British Honduras 2d. 
363 Turks and Caicos Islands ave 2d. 
370 Cocos Islands... dee 1d. 
Miscellaneous : 
20 Wei-Hai-Wei ... 4d. 
21 Dominica, report on the Caribs of ooo | 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increas- 
ing demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, 
so far as it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish 
this new branch, the Board of ‘Trade were largely influenced by the recom- 
mendations contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee com- 
posed not only of representatives of the various Government Departments 
concerned, but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, 
which was appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was re- 
quested to consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and 
of disseminating among those interested prompt and accurate information 
upon commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture ——- with British productions, 
and the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become 
a centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, 
it is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may 
be addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899 ; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who 
recently acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into 
the condition and prospects of British trade in certain South American 
countries. The “Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application 
being made to it, to supply information with regard to the following sub- 
jects, viz.:—Commercial Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and 
Colonial Tariffs; Excise and “ Consumption” duties ; Port, Harbour, and 
Tonnage dues, and other charges on hpping ; Customs Regulations ; 
Consular Fees; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers; Trading Licenses; Foreign and Colonial Con- 
tracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists of Firms 
abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, §c., §¢. 
An inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general in- 
formation is conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close 
of 1899, was issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly 
at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Pai C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane. 
London, E.C., price 23d. 


